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ABSTRACT 



ftn exploratory study of the contribution to learning 
of typical introductory and summarizing sequences in instructional 
films underlined the need for further experimental work to determine 
what kinds of introductory and concluding sequences are most useful 
in promoting learning from films. The first part of the study was 
concerned with film introductions. In it, three films were selected 
from 130 instructional films as having what seemed to be good 
introductory sequences. Two versions of each of the three films were 
prepared, one including the intoduction and one omitting it. Each 
film was shown to three comparable groups of high school students; a 
control group which did not. see the film, a group which saw the film 
version without the introduction, and a group which saw the entire 
film. All the film groups gained higher scores than the control 
groups which did not see a film. However, the learning differences 
attributable to the films were small; positive for two films and 
negative for one. In evaluating the effect on learning of summary 
sequences, the same procedure was followed as in evaluation of the 
effect of -introductory sequences, with similar results. (ME) 
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SUMMARY 



Introduction 

This exploratory study is concerned with investi- 
gating the contributions to learning of some typical intro- 
ductory and summarizing sequences in existing instructional 
films. The study is divided into two parts. Part I deals 
with film introductions; part II deals with film summaries. 



Part 1 Film Introductions 

A film introduction is defined as that portion of 
a film, excluding the main and credit titles, which begins 
the presentation and runs up to the beginning of the body 
of the film. 

One hundred and thirty instructional films from 
various sources were viewed and the introductory sequences 
were classified in terms of their probable functions, and the 
filmic techniques used. Eleven different functions and twelve; 
different techniques were identified. 

The Experiment . As a result of this initial survey, 
three films were chosen as having what seemed to be "good" 
introductory sequences . The problem was to determine how much 
these introductory sequences contributed to learning from the 

films . \ 

\ 

Two versions of each film were prepared, one includ- 
ing the introduction, the other omitted it. \ The versions were 
shown to comparable groups of high school students, who were 
given multiple-choice objective tests on the factual informa- 
tion contained only in the body of each film. Fob each film 
there were three groups: a control group which did .not see 

the film, a group which saw the film version without s 'the in- 
troduction, and a group which saw the entire film. 

\ 

\ 

Results . All the film groups gained higher scores 
than the control groups which did not see a film, indicating \ 
that learning resulted from seeing the films. However, the 
differences between the groups which saw the entire film and 
those which saw the film minus the introduction were quite 
small. For two of the films the introductions made small posi 
tive contributions to learning, while for the third film the 
introduction apparently had an adverse effect on learning, the 
difference between the experimental groups being - 2.55 (signi 
f leant at the 0.2$ level of confidence). 

Part II Film Summaries 

The procedure for Part II of this study is similar 
to that for Part I. 



A film summary is defined here as a concluding se- 
quence, produced as an integral and purposeful part of an 
educational film, which embraces one or more of the functions 
of review, recapitulation, statement of importance, or the 
issuing of a challenging note. 

One hundred and thirty-one instructional films were 
viewed, and the summary sequences were classified in terms of 
their possible functions and the filmic techniques used. Six 
different functions and nine different filmic techniques were 
identified. 

The Experiment . Three films were chosen as having 
what appeared to be "good" summary sequences. As in the 
first part of this study, two versions of each film were pre- 
pared — one with the summary included, one with it omitted. 

The same kind of testing procedure as was used in Part I was 
followed in this part of the study. 

Results . All the film groups gained considerably 
higher scores than the control groups which did not see the 
films, indicating that learning occurred. For all three 
films the summary sequences made small positive contributions 
to learning. However, only one of these differences was 
statistically significant. 

Conclusions 



This exploratory survey has opened up a number of 
problems relating to the effectiveness of various kinds of 
introductory and concluding sequences in films. For the 
films studied the introductions and summaries made small 
positive contributions to learning, with one exception. This 
exception, in which the introduction produced an adverse 
effect on learning, underlines the need for further experi- 
mental work to determine what kinds of introductory and con- 
cluding sequences will be most useful in promoting learning 
from films . 



